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FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Bulletin #33, Cert 139, Where are you!?

Through the 2018 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the Congress issued a directive
to the Federal Aviation Association (FAA) to transition away from Aqueous Film Forming Foams
(AFFF) to fluorine-free firefighting (F3) foams. That deadline date is October 5, 2021. Several
airports have requested exemptions or a waiver to go ahead with a transition to F3 foams.
These exemptions have not been granted although allowed for within the NDAA. The FAA
updates airports through certifications it issues: Cert 139 in particular.

At present all certified airports in the US must use a Military Specification firefighting foam

known as a MilSpec. At present, there is no standard for clean-out of decontaminated foam.

The City of LaCrosse, Wisconsin is now involved in several lawsuits due to the city owned
airport’s use of AFFF. Appleton, Wisconsin opened a new Airport Rescue and Fire Fighting
(ARFF) training center which “is located at Appleton International Airport (ATW) in northeast
Wisconsin.” The new $14M new facility has annual live fire recertification and classes including

standard FAA-required courses. Many airports in the US have been contaminated with AFFF.?

The DoD will need to replace its entire fleet of approximately 3,000 ARFF vehicles “which would
cost $4 to $6 billion and may take over 18 years at current commercial product rates, assuming
DoD could acquire 50 percent of current commercial production.”® DoD will be competing with
airports on obtaining ARFF equipment. Commercial airports “employ a fleet of ARFF vehicles

more than twice the size of DoD’s...”*

Where is the updated Cert 139?
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It does not appear likely that the FAA will be meeting a Congressional mandate to have airports switch
over to fluorine-free foams by the required October 5, 2021 deadline.



