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Sunday, January 22, 2012  

Program  

At a  

Glance  

Computer Training  

Computer Training  

How to Write a Competitive Apparatus Spec  

MANDATORY SPEAKER MEETING  

8:00 AMð10:00 AM 

10:15 AMð12:15 PM 

1:00 PMð5:00 PM 

4:00  PMð5:00 PM 

Registration Opens ð 7:00 AMð4:00 PM 

Monday, January 23, 2012  

Registration  

Opening Session  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Jim Juneau  

Safety Innovations in Body Engineering  

Pump Modules  

7:00 AMð5:00 PM 

8:00 AMð8:30 AM 

8:30 AMð10:00 AM 

10:30 AMð11:15 AM 

11:15 AMð12:00 PM 

MASTER TECHNICIAN SESSION:  

Brakes ðDrum, Disc & ABA  

Aerial Platforms Performance Specs  

Apparatus Body Architecture ðFeatures & Materials  

Ambulance Track: So Itôs Time to Buy an Ambulance 

 Chassis  

Multi -Versal Apparatus  

Lighting Requirements for Apparatus  

Ambulance Track: Your Next Ambulance  

Multi -Plex Operations  

Wildland Crew Protection  

Future of EMS Transportation  

WELCOME RECEPTIONðPin & Patch Exchange  

 

1:00 PMð4:30 PM 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

5:00 PMð7:00 PM 



Tuesday, January 24, 2012  

Program  

At a  

Glance  

Registration  

Whatôs HOT 

Electronic Stability Control  

Refurbishing Old Equipment: What You Need to Know  

Whatôs New in Apparatus 

Future Truck Safety Technology & Trends  

7:00 AMð5:00PM 

7:30 AMð8:00 AM 

8:00 AMð9:00 AM 

9:00 AMð10:00 AM 

10:30  AMð11:15 AM 

11:15 AMð12:00 PM 

MASTER TECHNICIAN SESSION 

F-1 Maintenance, Inspection & Testing  

Multi -Versal Apparatus  

Aerial Platforms Performance Specs  

Ambulance Track: So Itôs Time to Buy an Ambulance 

 Chassis  

Apparatus Body Architecture ðFeatures & Materials  

Maximizing Compartment Space  

Ambulance Track: Your Next Ambulance  

Wildland Crew Protection  

Lighting Requirements for Apparatus  

Future of EMS Transport  

 

1:00 PMð4:30 PM 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

3:30 PMð4:30 PM 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012  

Whatôs HOT 

NIOSH LODD Reports  

Large Department Operations  

Engine Regeneration Rundown ðPanel Discussion  

Closing Remarks  

2012 REVIEWð2013 Planning Session  

7:30 AMð8:00 AM 

8:00 AMð9:00 AM 

9:00 AMð10:00 AM 

10:30 AMð11:30 AM 

11: 30 AMð12:00 PM 

1:30 PMð3:00 PM 



Sunday, January 22, 2012  

4:00 PMð5:00 PM Salon 2  

Mandatory Speaker Meeting  

8:00 AMð8:30 AM Ballroom C  

Opening Session  
 

Welcome from Michael L. Petroff, Chairman, Fire Department Safety Officers Association. 

 

Monday, January 23, 2012  

8:00 AMð10:00 AM  Salon 5/6  

Please bring your computer!  One session will be for 2003 version and another session 
on 2007 version changes for ñaverageò PowerPoint users.  Learn the general rules, insertions of 
photos, videos, and website clips, and basically how to prepare a professional presentation.  The 
course will be an important update for existing PowerPoint users. 

Creating 2003 & 2007 Version Power PointÊ Presentation 

Sue Ellen Bartlett ðComputer Training Solutions  

10:15 AMð12:15 PM Salon 5/6  

Both Word and Excel are fundamental software tools that every person must use profi-
ciently today.  This two-hour course will focus on setting up documents in Word, general 

rules to follow and page layout.  The Excel segment will focus on formulas, linking of worksheets 
and general layout of spreadsheets.  This fast, hard-hitting session will be for average and above 
average users. 

Learning 2003 & 2007 Versions of WordÊand ExcelÊ 

Sue Ellen Bartlett ðComputer Training Solutions  

In these tough economic times, every municipality and fire department is feeling the 
pinch.  The program will discuss reducing the cost of purchasing fire apparatus by writing 

a competitive specification that will generate bids, while still protecting the purchaser. 

1:00 PMð5:00 PM Salon 6  

How to Write a Competitive Apparatus Spec  

Bill Peters, Battalion Chief (Ret.), Jersey City, NJ  



11:15 AMð12:00 PM Ballroom C  

Pump Modules: Where have we been? Where are we now? What Does the Future look 
like?...Jason Darley from W.S. Darley & Co. and Steve Toren from Waterous Co. will 

Give a historic overview of Module production, discuss the benefits and possibilities in utilizing 
modules on your departmentôs apparatus, as well as highlight some new innovations in Module pro-
duction. In addition the presentation will shed some light on and the ins and outs of the collabora-
tion between the Department, the Pump Module Manufacturer,and the OEM building the Apparatus 
from specifying to integration into the Apparatus. 

Pump Modules  

Jason Darley ðW.S. Darley & Co., Steve Toren ðWaterous Company   

1:00 PMð4:30 PM Ballroom C  

The purpose of this session is to give the technician a better understanding of require-
ments for air drum brakes and air disc brakes and will also outline the EVT requirements 

of DOT and 1911.  The course will cover: test drivesðwhat it will tell you, checking temperatures of 
brakes and their meanings, requirement of checking automatic slack adjusters, measurement of 
free play, applied stroke and push rod length, identification of ASA / ABA and chambers, cause and 
effect of improper maintenance or assembly, and discussions of common brake problems and their 
repair. 

MASTER TECHNICIAN SESSIONðBrakes ðDrum, Disc & ABA  

Gary MayðSpartan Motors  

8:30 AMð10:00 AM  Ballroom C  

The ever-popular Attorney Jim Juneau will present a segment on ñLaw School for Fire-
fightersò and discuss the basic legal principles associated with apparatus accident liability 

and standards of care. He will also include a review of several actual incidents from the past year 
which illustrate some common liability causing accident scenarios, analysis of the risks of serious 
injury or death associated therewith, and suggested strategies for avoiding the dangers. 

Keynote Speaker  

Jim Juneau, Attorney: Juneau, Boll, Stacy & Ucherek, PLLC  

10:00 AMð10:30 AM Break   

Mike Harstad ðRosenbauer / John Greible ðCrimson  Fire  

10:30 AMð11:15 AM  Ballroom C  

Take a look at innovations in fire truck design and engineering from a safety prospec-
tive.  This session will focus on how apparatus manufactures are using engineering and 

customer feedback to create the safest vehicles possible.  We will cover all aspects from the chas-
sis to pump and plumbing to storage solutions. 

Safety Innovations in Body Engineering  

Monday, January 23, 2012 ðContôd 



Monday, January 23, 2012 ð Contôd 

12:00 PMð1:00 PM  Buffet Lunch   

Concurrent Sessions  

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 4  

This program will primarily overview the process of defining the vehicle you will be pur-
chasing.  As with any construction project, the best opportunity for a successful project 

begins with laying a good foundation.  The discussion will provide specific questions which need to 
be answered to define the vehicle you will be purchasing and maintaining.  We will also take a de-
tailed look at the design, construction and materials (metal and composite) utilized to build trucks in 
todayôs market.  When looking at the current cost of any apparatus, you need to be sure your 
budget is wisely spent. 

Apparatus Body Architecture ðFeatures & Material  

Andrew Yenser ðKME 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 3  

This program will outline the reasons to select rear mount, or mid mount platforms. The 
functional and safety advantages associated with platforms compared to aerial ladders. 

We will also highlight the variety of options available on platform trucks and some of the new ideas 
introduced in recent years. 

Aerial Platforms Performance Specs  

Jim Salmi ðCrimson Fire /  

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 7  

You have been given the task to order your next ambulance and you need to determine 
what the best chassis is building a NFPA/KKK1822 compliant chassis.  With the new en-

gines, a change in electronics and the need to reduce fuel, make sure you get the right application.  
You will hear from a major manufacturer about all the available chassis in the industry.  This in-
volves you needing to choose what ambulance type fits your application including components 
such as: diesel emissions, operational impacts and going ñGreenò alternatives.  Auxiliary brakes, 
why and what is available and the electrical systems matching the systems for loads is just a start. 

Ambulance Track: So Itôs Time to Buy an Ambulance Chassis 

Bob Neitzel ðNavistar Corporation  

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 3  

With apparatus budgets tightening across the country many departments are looking to 
do more with one apparatus than ever before.  Combination units like engine-rescues 

and pumper-tankers are attempting to replace two units.  This class will discuss the challenges of 
specifying a combination unit and provide background on what issues the department must con-
sider before going to bid.  Topics will include apparatus weight rating, body configuration, pumping 
systems, and the effects on vehicle service. 

Multi -Versal Apparatus  

Jason Witmier ðKME 



Monday, January 23, 2012 ð Contôd 
(Concurrent Sessions )  

3:30 PMð4:30 PM Salon 3  

This presentation will discuss how Multiplexing is holding up in regards to hard wired 
verse V-Mux and what do they look like after ten years in service? The presentation will 

also discuss why maintenance directors choose multiplexing and finally why would a maintenance 
director stay with hard wired. 

Multi -Plex Operations  

Peter Luhrs ðWeldon a Division of Akron Brass  

3:15 PMð3:30 PM   Break   

3:30 PMð4:30 PM Salon 4  

This course will review features in Wildland apparatus design as it relates to crew safety 
and safe operation of the vehicle.  Discussions will include particular hazards associated 

with the off-road environment, including rough terrain, the possibility of burnover, and rolling attack. 
Good practices will also be presented, as well as managing expectations as to what a truck can or 
cannot do.  Participants should have a basic understanding of NFPA 1906 and its differences from 
NFPA 1901.  This course is very useful for any department with Wildland responsibilities, especially 
if they are not familiar with the latest in apparatus design. 

Wildland Crew Protection  

Dominic Colletti ðHale Products, Inc. / Doug Kelley ðKME 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 4  

This program will include an overview of the NFPA 1901 Standard, including background, 
risk reduction elements, and lighting requirements of the standard.  We will also share proposed 
lighting requirement elements of the, soon to be finalized, 1917 edition as it pertains to ambulance 
specs.  We will conclude with the implications and market realities for both the manufacturers and 
end user. 

Lighting Requirements for Apparatus  

Maria Hovanes ðFederal Signal / Mike Franckowiak ðWeldon Division of  
Akron Brass  

Ambulance Track: Your Next Ambulance  

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 7  

I spend a majority of my time in the rear of an ambulance with the patientðwhat is my 
best chair options, reach for all my needed equipment, and how was it secured?  You will hear from 
ambulance manufacturers who are constantly working to build a better balance for the attendees 
that ride. 
What should the interior design and layout be with NFPA 1917, Safety, Ergonomics, and Conven-
ience as the guide to your next ambulance design.  The primary focus of this dynamic presentation 
will be on the NFPA 1917 requirements and the impact that the specifications will have on the inte-
rior design and layout. 

Chad Brown ðBraun Industries / Steve Rowland ðMedtec Ambulance 
Corporation  



Monday, January 23, 2012 ð Contôd 
(Concurrent Sessions )  

3:30 PMð4:30 PM Salon 7  

Concepts and relevant new ideas will help with some changes related to what the Chief is 
looking for.  Alternative funding sources and related processes will be presented.  What the future 
brings related to EMS transportation with change that affects both for the builder and the end user 
will be presented.  This includes the history of the design including progress to date relating to the 
standards development.  These standards include emission issues, patient and occupancy safety 
and overall ambulance innovations.  This presentation will cover the importance of purchases on 
what you need to prepare for your next purchase. 

Future of EMS Transportation  

Steve Cole ðHortonôs Rescue Division/ Mark OberðChief, Anderson 
Township, OH  

5:00 PMð7:00 PM  Welcome Reception  

Tuesday, January 24, 2012  
7:30 AMð8:00 AM Ballroom C  

Whatôs HOT 

Various OEMs  

9:00 AMð10:00 AM  Ballroom C  

Determine the reasons for apparatus refurbishment: compliance with NFPA 1901, im-
proved firefighter safety (seats/belts, warning system), better vehicle performance (acceleration, 
steering, braking, warning lights), enhanced aerial performance and/or controls, improved fire pump 
controls/systems or foam systems, compliance with emissions statutes, and determine needs vs. 
wants.   
 
Estimated apparatus life after refurbishment: Determine feasible life to determine payback period. 
Budgetary amount: Determine cost/benefits of various improvements and/or upgrades desired; 
compare to other alternatives for apparatus. 
 
Vendor selection: Determine most feasible supplier based on selection criteria, e.g., capabilities, 
delivery schedule, experience, etc. 

Refurbishing Old Equipment: What You Need to Know  

Bob Billings ðE-ONE 

8:00 AMð9:00 AM Ballroom C  

This program is straight talk about electronic stability control - why we have it, how it 
works, and what fire service personnel need to know about.  The presentation will cover the evolu-
tion of electronic stability control, the systemôs components and their operation from the ground up, 
driver tips as  well maintenance requirements. 

Electronic Stability Control  

Todd Chapman ðSpartan Motors  



Tuesday, January 24, 2012 ð Contôd 

10:30 AMð11:15 AM  Ballroom C  

This session will be an overview of some of the fire industries leading manufacturersô 
NEW or recently released products, along with a summary of apparatus trends in overall vehicle 
design and how these trends will impact your future apparatus purchases. 

Whatôs New in Apparatus 

Mark Kopunek ðKME / Chad Trinkner ðPierce Manufacturing  

10:00 AMð10:30   Break   

12:00 PMð1:00 PM  Buffet Lunch   

1:00 PMð4:30 PM Ballroom C  

The purpose of this session is for the technician to understand the EVT requirements of 
DOT and 1911.  The technician will also understand the documentation of work com-

pleted, understanding out-of-service criteria and required inspection and testing.  The course will 
cover: inspection of cab lighting and fluids, road test and information learned, cab and interior in-
spection, under cab inspection, air brake inspection, air systems checks, inspection of tires, ex-
haust system check, steering and suspension checks and minimum standards for all. 

MASTER TECHNICIAN SESSIONðF-1 Maintenance, Inspection and Testing  

Gary MayðSpartan Motors  

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 3  

With apparatus budgets tightening across the country many departments are looking to 
do more with one apparatus than ever before.  Combination units like engine-rescues 

and pumper-tankers are attempting to replace two units.  This class will discuss the challenges of 
specifying a combination unit and provide background on what issues the department must con-
sider before going to bid.  Topics will include apparatus weight rating, body configuration, pumping 
systems, and the effects on vehicle service. 

Multi -Versal Apparatus (Repeat)  

Jason Witmier ðKME 

11:15 AMð12:00 PM Ballroom C  

Government regulation, product liability, fleet pressures, and rising fuel costs will all com-
bine to shape the truck of the future.  Learn about near-term and long-range initiatives in truck 
regulation and safety and how they may impact emergency vehicles of the future  

Future Truck Safety Technology and Trends  

Roger Lackore ðOSHKOSH Corporation  

Concurrent Sessions  



Tuesday, January 24, 2012 ð  
(Concurrent Sessions )  

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 4  

This program will outline the reasons to select rear mount, or mid mount platforms. The 
functional and safety advantages associated with platforms compared to aerial ladders. 

We will also highlight the variety of options available on platform trucks and some of the new ideas 
introduced in recent years. 

Aerial Platforms Performance Specs (Repeat)  

Jim Salmi ðCrimson Fire / Joe Hedges ðE-ONE 

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 3  

This program will primarily overview the process of defining the vehicle you will be pur-
chasing.  As with any construction project, the best opportunity for a successful project 

begins with laying a good foundation.  The discussion will provide specific questions which need to 
be answered to define the vehicle you will be purchasing and maintaining.  We will also take a de-
tailed look at the design, construction and materials (metal and composite) utilized to build trucks in 
todayôs market.  When looking at the current cost of any apparatus, you need to be sure your 
budget is wisely spent. 

Apparatus Body Architecture ðFeatures & Materials (Repeat)  

Andrew Yenser ðKME 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM Salon 7  

You have been given the task to order your next ambulance and you need to determine 
what the best chassis is building a NFPA/KKK1822 compliant chassis.  With the new en-

gines, a change in electronics and the need to reduce fuel, make sure you get the right application.  
You will hear from a major manufacturer about all the available chassis in the industry.  This in-
volves you needing to choose what ambulance type fits your application including components 
such as: diesel emissions, operational impacts and going ñGreenò alternatives.  Auxiliary brakes, 
why and what is available and the electrical systems matching the systems for loads is just a start. 

Ambulance Track: So Itôs Time to Buy an Ambulance Chassis 

Bob Neitzel ðNavistar Corporation  

Ambulance Track: Your Next Ambulance (Repeat)  

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 4  

I spend a majority of my time in the rear of an ambulance with the patientðwhat is my 
best chair options, reach for all my needed equipment, and how was it secured?  You will hear from 
ambulance manufacturers who are constantly working to build a better balance for the attendees 
that ride. 
 
What should the interior design and layout be with NFPA 1917, Safety, Ergonomics, and Conven-
ience as the guide to your next ambulance design.  The primary focus of this dynamic presentation 
will be on the NFPA 1917 requirements and the impact that the specifications will have on the inte-
rior design and layout. 

Chad Brown ðBraun Industries / Steve Rowland ðMedtec Ambulance  
Corporation  



Tuesday, January 24, 2012 ð Contôd 
(Concurrent Sessions )  

2:15 PMð3:15 PM Salon 12  

This presentation lays out many of the design options available to fire departments look-
ing to carry more equipment without making the apparatus overly large. We will discuss 

the steps to take for selecting hose loads, equipment, pumping system design options and person-
nel loading while considering the limitations of compartment layouts, chassis design and weight 
distribution. 

Maximizing Compartment Space  

Gary Handwerk ðHale Products, Inc.  

3:30 PMð4:30 PM Salon 3  

This course will review features in Wildland apparatus design as it relates to crew safety 
and safe operation of the vehicle.  Discussions will include particular hazards associated with the 
off-road environment, including rough terrain, the possibility of burnover, and rolling attack. Good 
practices will also be presented, as well as managing expectations as to what a truck can or cannot 
do.  Participants should have a basic understanding of NFPA 1906 and its differences from NFPA 
1901.  This course is very useful for any department with Wildland responsibilities, especially if they 
are not familiar with the latest in apparatus design. 

Wildland Crew Protection (Repeat)  

Dominic Colletti ðHale Products, Inc. / Doug Kelley ðKME 

3:30 PMð4:30PM Salon 4  

This program will include an overview of the NFPA 1901 Standard, including background, 
risk reduction elements, and lighting requirements of the standard.  We will also share proposed 
lighting requirement elements of the, soon to be finalized, 1917 edition as it pertains to ambulance 
specs.  We will conclude with the implications and market realities for both the manufacturers and 
end user. 

Lighting Requirements for Apparatus (Repeat)  

Maria Hovanes ðFederal Signal / Tom Barnett ðWeldon Division of  
Akron Brass  

3:30 PMð4:30 PM Salon 12  

Concepts and relevant new ideas will help with some changes related to what the Chief is 
looking for.  Alternative funding sources and related processes will be presented.  What the future 
brings related to EMS transportation with change that affects both for the builder and the end user 
will be presented.  This includes the history of the design including progress to date relating to the 
standards development.  These standards include emission issues, patient and occupancy safety 
and overall ambulance innovations.  This presentation will cover the importance of purchases on 
what you need to prepare for your next ambulance purchase. 

Future of EMS Transportation (Repeat)  

Steve Cole ðHortonôs Rescue Division / Mark OberðChief, Anderson 
Township, OH  



Wednesday, January 25, 2012  

7:30 AMð8:00 AM Ballroom C  

Whatôs HOT 

Various OEMs  

10:30 AMð11:30 AM  Ballroom C  

An array of OEM experts ask for feedback.  The goal of this session is to better under-
stand the specific issues departments are facing regarding the recent emergence of DPF Regen-
eration articles in the media and discussions among various departments and Chief's associa-
tions.  In addition, the panelists will provide some detail on how their respective engines are de-
signed to work in fire apparatus.  There are many questions that drivers and officers have about 
emissions related operator switches and dash lamps and what is actually happening with the en-
gine system while those dash lamps are present.  This panel is here to address these topics and 
how it might affect your departments SOPs.  

Engine Regeneration Rundown ðPanel Discussion  

Dave Drehobl ðCummins / Brian Chaput ðDetroit International 
(MaxForce) / Bob Neitzel / Navistar  

8:00 AMð9:00 AM Ballroom C  

This presentation will include an overview of the traumatic injury component of the 
NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program.  The session will emphasize 
investigative findings pertaining to motor vehicle related line-of-duty deaths and discuss how 
NIOSH reports and recommendations can be utilized when researching new apparatus design 
specifications. 

NIOSH Investigations & Recommendations to Prevent Motor Vehicle Related 
LODDs  

Virginia Lutz ðNIOSH 

9:00 AMð10:00 AM Ballroom C  

This program will discuss the changes and improvements to the Boston Fire Depart-
mentôs Maintenance Division. 

Large Department Operations  

Roderick Fraser, Commissioner of The Boston Fire Department  

10:00 AMð10:30   Break   

11:30 AMð12:00 PM Closing Remarks  Ballroom C  

1:30 PMð3:00 PM Ballroom C  

2012 REVIEWð2013 Planning Session  



2012 Apparatus Symposium Speaker  
Biographies  

Sue Ellen Bartlett ð An educator since 1972 and instructor in the field of personal computer ap-
plications since 1983, Sue Ellenôs private consulting began in 1985, working in the Business and 
Industry Division of the Community Colleges of Anne Arundel, Catonsville, Baltimore and Essex.  
In 2002, she won the Nationwide Faculty Excellence Award for the USDA Graduate School. 

Bob Billings ð Has 33 years experience with heavy and medium duty on-highway and off-
highway vehicles including: Freightliner LLC ðover 20 years experience in corporate office func-

tions, e.g. Service Engineering, Value Analysis, Service Training, Field Service, Quality Assur-
ance and Product Development of medium and heavy duty on/off highway trucks; American La-
France Corp ð10 years managing Customer Support activities for fire apparatus including after-
market Parts Sales, Technical Support and Service/Refurbishment Centers; Seagrave Fire Ap-

paratus LLC ðover 3
1/2

 years managing Warranty, Technical Service & Training, Aftermarket 

Parts Sales, Refurbishment and off-site Service Centers for fire apparatus and off-highway vehi-
cles; E-One Inc.ï Factory Service Operations Manager responsible for Vehicle/Component Re-
furbishment, Major Wreck Repairs and New Truck Modifications/Enhancements 

Todd Chapman ðTodd began his career with Spartan in 1988.  In the span of Toddôs career, he 
has worked in varying capacities in the Engineering and Customer Service departments.  Todd 
was part of the team that installed the first Anti-lock Brake System on a Spartan chassis in 1990.  
Since then he has participated in many engineering development, service, and training activities 
related to Anti-lock Brake Systems and itôs evolution into Electronic Stability Control. 

Steve Coleð Is the Rescue Division Manager for Horton Emergency Vehicles.  He has been ac-
tive in the Fire/Rescue/EMS industry for 37 years, specializing in fire/rescue apparatus and ambu-
lance sales and design for the last 30 years. 
  
Steve was also Certified Fire Service Instructor for many years teaching such diverse courses as 
flammable liquid firefighting, auto extrication, rope rescue, water supplies for firefighting and fire 
apparatus design. 

Dominic Colletti ð Is a former assistant fire chief and the Chief Brand Marketing Manager at 
Hale Products.  He is a fire instructor with more than two decades of experience leading courses 
and seminars on subjects such as high rise firefighting operations, and Class A foam and CAFS 
strategy and tactics in North America, the United Kingdom and China. 
 
Colletti is the author of the second addition of The Rural Firefighting Handbook, The Compressed 
air Foam Systems Handbook, and Class A FoamðBest Practice For Structure Firefighters.  He 
serves on two National Fire Protection Association technical committees, including NFPA 1500 
Fire Department Occupational Health and Safety.  He is an executive board member of the A 
Foam Authority and served on the Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Association board of directors. 

Tom Barnett ðEmployed by Akron Brass since 2001 as lighting engineer and product line man-
ager.  Current Title:  Director, Lighting Products.  Tom works directly with OEM vehicle manufac-
turers to provide lighting solutions.  Tom specializes in LED optics and lighting fixture develop-
ment.  In addition he is a member of SAE Emergency Warning Lights & Devices Committee.  For-
mer chair of School Bus Warning Lamps Standard (J887). 



2012 Apparatus Symposium Speaker  
Biographies  

Jason Darley ð Is the North American Sales Manager for the Pump Division of W.S. Darley, he is 
a fourth generation family member of the Darley family and has been in his current position at W.S. 
Darley since 2008. Jason is a member of the NFPA 1901 and 1906 Pump committees, and FAMA 
Technical committee on the Pump Subcommittee. 

John R. Greible ðJohn has over 27 yearôs years of experience in designing and selling of Fire Appa-
ratus and is currently the Senior Regional Sales Manager for Crimson Fire where he has been em-
ployed for 10 years.  John started his career as a delivery engineer at American LaFrance and then 
moved onto Saulsbury Fire Apparatus where he was a designer and then sales manager for heavy 
rescues and custom pumpers for the Northeast.  After Saulsbury was acquired by Federal Signal in 
the late 1990ôs John became the Northeast Regional Sales Manager for Emergency One.   John and 
is Wife Alice reside in Horseheads, New York have been married for over 23 years. They have two 
children, Jonathan and Ashley.   

Gary Handwerk ðGary has been in Industry 38 years, working for various fire apparatus or fire pump 
manufacture, holding position in engineering or product management.  Currently Gary is an Engineer-
ing Manager for Hale Products. In this position he has had the opportunity to visit over 220 different 
fire apparatus factories around the world. 
 
Gary has been a member of the NFPA fire apparatus committee for 19 years 

Mike Harstad ðMike is the Aerial Program Manager for Rosenbauer.  His responsibilities in-

clude overall development and advancement of Rosenbauerôs Aerial Product line.  Mr. Harstad 
has been with Rosenbauer for over 9 years and has been working exclusively with the aerial prod-
ucts for the last 2 years.  In addition to those responsibilities, Mike also volunteers as an active 
member of the Crooks, SD Volunteer Fire Department.  Mr. Harstad joined the department 12 
years ago and has served as Chief for the last 8 years.  Mr. Harstad holds a B.S. in Business Ad-
ministration from South Dakota State University and has received numerous awards and citations 
for fire service education in South Dakota.  

Dave Drehobl ð Is the ManagerðSpecial Vehicle Business for Cummins Inc, the largest inde-
pendent diesel engine and related technologies manufacturer in the world.  He is in his 11th year 
with Cummins Inc. and has worked in a variety of marketing, customer care, and product manage-
ment roles.  In his current position, Dave leads initiatives to support Cumminsô products in Emer-
gency Vehicle applications in North America. 

Roderick J. Fraser Jr. ð Commissioner Fraser was appointed the 37th Commissioner of the Boston 
Fire Department by Mayor Thomas Menino. The Boston Fire Department is the oldest professional 
Fire Department in the country. He received his Bachelor of Science in Marine Engineering from 
Maine Maritime Academy and was commissioned in the U. S Navy in April 1986. Commissioner Fra-
ser spent the next 20 years serving in the U.S Navy. Commissioner Fraser served as the director of 
Damage Control and Firefighter training at Surface Warfare Officers School Command, Newport, RI. 



2012 Apparatus Symposium Speaker  
Biographies  

Maria Hovanes ðIs the Marketing Manager Fire/EMS for Federal Signal with rolls in product de-
velopment/ management for emergency response.  Maria has also held roles as Product Manager 
for all emergency response product, NFPA authority on visual and audible product requirements 
for Federal Signal.  Additionally, she represents Federal Signal as the Co-chair of the education 
sub-committee at FAMA Tech Committee meetings.  Maria has been with Federal Signal since 
2002  

James Juneau ðA trial lawyer in Dallas, TX specializing in product liability litigation, catastrophic 
personal injury, and wrongful death cases, Jim is the legal counsel for FAMA, FEMSA, and was 
recently appointed as principal member of the NFPA 1901 Apparatus Committee. 

Doug Kelley ð Is the wildland product manufacturer for KME Fire Apparatus. He has been in-
volved in the design and manufacturer of wildland apparatus for almost 15 year, and he has 
worked closely with agencies such as the US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. He also has worked with FAMA and the NFPA apparatus committees. He has a bachelorôs 
degree in mechanical engineering from the U.S. Naval Academy. 

Roger Lackore ð is the Director of Product Safety for Oshkosh Corporation. 
 
Roger holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters in Engineer-
ing Management.  He is licensed as a Professional Engineer and a Certified Safety Professional. 
 
He has 27 years of design experience in the heavy vehicle industry 

Joe Hedges ð Joe began his career in the fire apparatus manufacturing industry as a drafter 
back in 1982 working his way up to the position of Engineering Supervisor. In 2002 he transferred 
to the Product Management group where he currently holds the position of Product Manager for 
Aerials and Chassis. Over the years, Joe has accumulated experience working with fire depart-
ments through pre-construction conferences, customer visits, and Voice of the Customer meet-
ings. As Product Manager, one of his teamôs daily activities is to review and process special re-
quests for fire departments that are working to purchase new apparatus  

Peter Luhrs ð Is the Director of Multiplex Solutions at Weldon (A Division of Akron Brass).  The V-
MUX product was brought to production under Peterôs direction back in 1998. Over the past 13 
years Weldon has assisted over 75 vehicle manufactures around the world implement V-MUX. 



2012 Apparatus Symposium Speaker  
Biographies  

Virginia Lutz ð Gini has served as a trauma investigator with the NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality Inves-
tigation and Prevention Program for ten years.  She began her career in nursing before entering into 
occupational health and safety.  She has worked as a Federal Compliance Officer enforcing work-
place safety and health regulations and as the Director of Safety for several national corporations.  
Gini holds Certified Safety Executive credentials through the World Safety Organization and has 
served on several national and international workplace safety advisory boards.  While at NIOSH, 
Gini has investigated and authored over thirty fire fighter trauma-related fatalities and co-authored 
numerous NIOSH fire fighter fatality publications.  She has volunteered as an instructor for the 
American Red Cross, served as a cancer research funding advocate and patient counselor, and has 
served with her local ambulance organization as an EMT/Lieutenant. 

Gary Mayð Started working on Heavy Duty Truck in 1965 to 1972 and was a Field Sales represen-
tative for Heavy Duty truck parts sales.  Gary then went to work for Stemco Inc. as a field service 
representative for 13 years before returning to Heavy Duty parts sales for 5 years.  He was a service 
manager for all makes in the repair shop for 9 years.  Gary joined Spartan Motors in 2004 as a 
Technical Service Advisor and trainer in addition to doing field service repairs.  He currently has 18 
ASE certificates in Heavy Duty Truck and has 3 EVT certificates.  Gary handles training for Sparten 
Chassis in: suspension, steering, brakes, inspection, and HVAC systems. 

Bob Neitzel ð is the Navistar Emergency Vocation Manager.  He has held that position for the past 
seven years.  He is an active member of several emergency vocation associations including the In-
ternational Fire Chief Association (IAFC), National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Fire Depart-
ments Safety Officers Association (FDSOA) and the Fire Apparatus Manufactures Association 
(FAMA). He is a principal member of the NFPA 1917 ambulance technical committee. 

Mark Ober ð Chief Mark Ober began his career in 1976 with the Anderson Township Fire and Res-
cue Department achieving his paramedic certificate in 1978.  In 1982, he received his State of Ohio 
fire service instructor certificate and in that same year he was promoted to Lieutenant Paramedic.  In 
1995, Chief Ober was promoted to Assistant Chief of Training which eventually was merged into 
Emergency Services that include Emergency Medical and Support Services. 
 
Chief Ober is currently Co-Chair of the Southwest Ohio Incident Management Team (IMAT), where 
he helps update and instruct officers regarding incident management.  He also serves as a current 
member of the Greater Cincinnati Hazardous Materials Team.  Chief Ober graduated from Class 3 
of Ohio Fire Executive Program.  He currently holds an Associate degree in Fire Science Technol-
ogy and a Bachelor degree in Fire and Safety Engineering Technology. 
 
Since 2002 as Fire Chief, Chief Ober has remained involved with the apparatus and safety within his 
department for over 27 years and this is his nineteenth Symposium with the FDSOA. 

Bill Peters ð Is a retired Battalion Chief/Apparatus Supervisor of the Jersey City, NJ Fire Depart-
ment.  Bill is also the author of The Fire apparatus Purchasing Handbook  and a frequent speaker 
on apparatus specifications, purchasing and safety. 
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Steve Rowland ð Beginning his Emergency Services career in 1987 as a Full Time EMT with a 
municipal ALS provider, volunteer firefighter and Auxillary Trooper with the Florida Highway Patrol, 
Steve has long been concerned with the issues of First Responder safety.  After a 12-year gap 
while involved with an industrial engineering sales organization, Steve re-entered the Life Safety 
field in 2002 through joining with Federal Signal Corporation in their Florida market, and continuing 
on to Weldon, a Division of Akron Brass.  Steve is currently a lead member of Weldonôs North 
American Ambulance and Military products team, Co-Chairs the FAMA Ambulance Sub-Committee, 
is a member of the EVT Certification Commissionôs Validation Conference and has been active in 
attending the NFPA 1917 Ambulance Standard proceedings. 

Andrew Yenser ð Holds a B.S. from Wilkes University and has been employed with KME Fire Ap-
paratus for 11 years.  Andrew has also been a member of the volunteer fire service for 17 years. 

Jim Salmi ð Jim is currently the President of Crimson Fire. He is a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota and is a registered professional engineer,  He has over 25 years of experience in the 
design and manufacture of aerial ladders and platforms. He hold several patents  related to aerial 
fire apparatus. Jim has been very active in NFPA committee work and serves as the Aerial Task 
Group Chair for the NFPA 1901 committee. He also the chair of the aerial task group of the Fire 
Apparatus Manufacturerôs Association.      

Steve Toren ð Is currently Director ï North American Sales & Marketing.  He has been with Water-
ous for 22 years holding various positions with the pump service and sales department.  His 22 
years with Waterous has provided him the opportunity to gain a great deal of knowledge of the in-
dustry and the products used within it. 

Chad Trinkner ð Is the Marketing Manager of Aerials, Pumpers, and Fire Suppression for Pierce 
Manufacturing, is a 10-year veteran of the fire apparatus industry.  Chad has a bachelorôs degree in 
mechanical engineering and has worked in various capacities in engineering, product management 
and most recently sales.  

Jason Witmier ð Pumper Product Manager with KME Fire Apparatus.  Thirteen years experience 
in fire apparatus manufacturing.  Assistant Fire Chief of the Pottsville Fire Department with 20 years 
experience in the fire industry.  Graduate of Penn State University with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Electrical Engineering. .   


